


     With the current Washington administration, I know there have been concerns about Grants and funding. As of
now, we have had one grant terminated and that grant is from the IMLS (Institute of Museum and Library
Services). Other funding options are currently being looked at to replace the funding lost. One of the grants that is
being restructured, I believe is what they are calling it, is under the language department. We will find out more
information on this after July. The EPA grants that were in question we did not plan on reapplying for and are
currently in the process of closing out. 
  Since entering the office in 2022, we have come in under budget every year. Substantial changes in the
procurement process have prevented widely overspending. When it comes to approving budgets, contracts and
agreements, the Tribal Council is quick to review and make the decisions needed to get the business done.
The Greenhouse Project is moving right along and is actually running ahead of schedule! We are excited to get this
project in motion and begin the future of Kaw Nation’s food sovereignty. 
Union Street Property is getting closer to being finalized for departments to begin moving in. And the Kanza Clinic
Behavioral Health Addition is scheduled to be completed in May! 
   Lots of things moving forward and good things to come. Wishing you all the best in the days ahead and
congratulations to all the students who will be graduating soon! Kaw Nation is always proud of your
accomplishments! 

Wíblahaⁿ,
-Kimberly Jenkins

    Spring has sprung & so has all the flowers and tree pollen! I hope everyone is
making it through this allergy season, I know I’ve struggled with my allergies these
past couple months! 
At the last General Council meeting on April 13 , 2025, I was sure to mention that
next year, 2026 is an Election year! It will be here before you know it. March 2026
will be the time that Candidacy sign-ups will begin. The positions that will be
available to sign up for are Chair, Tribal Secretary, Tribal Council Member seat 1 and
Tribal Council Member seat 3. 

th

    Another focal point I mentioned during the meeting was that if anyone would
like to submit changes to the Kaw Nation Constitution, please do so. One topic that
has been addressed is to remove the blood quantum to be able to become a
candidate for or be a member of the Tribal Council, from Article IX Section 2 B. from
the Constitution. If you have a change you would like to submit, please get this
request in ASAP, as it only takes a majority vote of the Tribal Council to approve and
get it to the Election Board for voting. By working together, we can accomplish this
by the end of this year. To submit any changes, please send them to me at
chair@kawnation.gov in which I will forward it on to the Attorney General.

mailto:chair@kawnation.gov


The project is a collaborative effort involving
Kaw Power & Safety, Curtis Stout, and
Hatponics Sustainable Agriculture. Kaw Power
& Safety, a subsidiary of Kaw Nation Industries,
specializes in providing electrical power,
safety, and technology solutions, with a focus
on innovative services for tribal, federal, and
state entities.  Curtis Stout, established in 1947,
is a leader in the electrical industry, offering
turnkey solutions and value-added services
across the mid-south region. Hatponics brings
expertise in sustainable agriculture, known for
developing portable and resource-efficient
aquaponic farming systems that have been
implemented in communities worldwide.
Their approach emphasizes organic,
sustainable methods, making them a strong
partner for this initiative. 
     In addition to the greenhouses, the
inclusion of a water harvesting tank reinforces
our commitment to resource conservation.
Capturing and reusing rainwater or other local
sources will help reduce the environmental
impact and operating costs of the facility.

The processing and kitchen building will allow
for on-site handling and preparation of
produce, supporting both community
nutrition programs and potential economic
opportunities.
     This greenhouse project is more than an
agricultural venture—it is a step toward
greater food sovereignty for Kaw Nation. By
producing more food locally, the Nation can
ensure that Tribal Citizens have better access
to healthy, familiar foods while creating jobs
and educational opportunities within the
community.
     As construction moves forward, the
collaboration between Kaw Nation and its
partners stands as a practical example of how
strategic investments in self-sustaining
resources can strengthen the community’s
foundation for years to come.

On Friday, February 7, the Kaw Nation Tribal
Council gathered in Kaw City for the
groundbreaking of a new greenhouse
initiative—a project that marks a significant
step toward increasing local food production
and resource sustainability for the
community.
     This development will bring four 24-by-42-
foot greenhouses and one larger 41-by-96-foot
greenhouse to the site, accompanied by a
water harvesting tank and a dedicated
processing and kitchen building. The scale
and design of these facilities reflect a practical
response to the challenges of food access and
self-sufficiency faced by many tribal
communities.
     Greenhouses offer a controlled
environment for growing fresh produce year-
round, regardless of external weather
conditions. For Kaw Nation, this means a
reliable supply of fruits and vegetables,
reduced dependence on external food
sources, and the ability to respond to food
supply disruptions. These benefits are
especially important in rural areas where
access to fresh, affordable food can be limited.
By investing in these resources, the Nation is
supporting both the health of Tribal Citizens
and the community’s economic resilience.
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The completed Kaw Nation greenhouse complex will  feature  one 41x96-foot and four 24x42-foot greenhouses,  alongside  a  water
harvesting tank and processing k itchen build ing.

3

Tribal Council breaks ground on kaw city green house project



Kaw Nation Education Services: Empowering Opportunities for Tribal Citizens
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     Kaw Nation Education Services (KNES) offers a comprehensive
array of programs designed to support Tribal Citizens and their
families. Operating under a 477 Plan, KNES provides services that
cater to diverse educational needs, ranging from early childhood
care to adult vocational training. While some programs have specific
eligibility requirements, the overlap between services ensures
broader access to resources for those who qualify.
     Enrolled members of Kaw Nation or any Federally Recognized
Tribe living within the Kaw Nation Service Area—defined as Kay
County in Oklahoma—may be eligible for KNES services. This
geographical focus allows KNES to concentrate its efforts on
meeting the unique needs of the local Tribal community.
     For students aged 3 through 12th grade, KNES offers tutoring at
schools in Blackwell, Kildare, Newkirk, Peckham, Ponca City, and
Epic Schools. Tutoring sessions are also available outside school
hours and during summer months by appointment. Beyond
academic support, KNES provides enriching activities such as
cultural fairs, career exploration events, financial literacy workshops,
and summer programs like enrichment camps and book clubs.
Support services ensure that eligible students have access to
essential items such as school supplies, backpacks, calculators, and
even specialty equipment like clothing or tools needed for
educational or training programs. High school seniors can receive
assistance with graduation-related expenses such as cap and gown
rentals and senior pictures, provided funds are available.
   Youth and young adults aged 12 to 21 are encouraged to
participate in activities that emphasize Tribal values and cultural
practices as foundational elements for success. These include mini
powwows, language fairs, health events, and community classes
that promote cultural preservation. Workshops addressing critical
topics such as teen pregnancy prevention, substance abuse
awareness, suicide prevention, dropout prevention, and college
readiness are also available. KNES collaborates with community
partners to offer outreach activities aimed at fostering personal
growth and educational advancement. Vocational training
opportunities further prepare young adults for future careers while
reinforcing the importance of education. 
      KNES extends its services to adults through financial assistance
programs that support vocational education and training initiatives
   

Eligible participants can access short- or long-term training
programs tailored to their career goals.
     Support services may include uniforms and supplies required for
classes or training sessions. For adults seeking foundational skills
improvement, KNES offers High School Equivalency programs and
Adult Basic Education courses through Pioneer Technology Center
at no cost. These programs focus on enhancing reading, writing, and
math abilities. Daytime and evening classes are available, along with
financial assistance for testing and certification.
     Young adults with a high school diploma or GED certification can
benefit from higher education financial assistance through KNES.
These need-based services include FAFSA guidance, vocational
training support, and scholarships for undergraduate and graduate
studies. Eligibility requirements include maintaining a specific GPA
and meeting credit hour criteria. Adult vocational training financial
assistance is also available for individuals aged 18 and older who
wish to pursue specialized career paths. 
    The Kanza Early Child Development Center (KECDC) provides
childcare services for families within its designated service area—
which includes Kay County in Oklahoma as well as Cowley County,
Sumner County, and Sedgwick County in Kansas. Beginning at six
weeks of age, children can receive care until they reach school age.
Services transition seamlessly into after-school care during breaks or
summer months.
      KECDC uses a sliding fee scale to determine family co-payments
for childcare services; eligible families pay no more than 7% of their
income. Subsidy assistance is available through the Child Care
Development Fund (CCDF), ensuring affordability for families in
need. Private pay options are also offered. Additionally, KECDC
supports children who require protective services. Families can stay
informed about KECDC’s announcements and activities by following
its Facebook page or contacting the center directly at 580-362-3544.      
     Through its diverse range of programs, Kaw Nation Education
Services demonstrates a steadfast commitment to empowering
Tribal Citizens across all stages of life. Whether through academic
tutoring for students, cultural enrichment activities for youth, or
vocational training for adults, KNES continues to strengthen the
community by providing meaningful opportunities tailored to
individual needs.

kaw nation education services | 400 E Central Suite 206, Ponca City | (580)-749-5420

KNES HOSTS BASKETBALL CAMP
Kaw Nation Education Services (KNES) hosted a
Youth Basketball Camp on March 19, 2025, offering
a full day of skill-building and teamwork for Kaw
Nation youth. The camp was led by Randy July, a
Kansas Kickapoo Tribal Member with a
background as a professional player and
experience as a collegiate head coach. July guided
participants through age-specific sessions,
ensuring each group—from kindergarteners to
high school students—received focused
instruction tailored to their level.

The event provided opportunities for young athletes
to develop fundamentals, foster confidence, and
connect with peers in a supportive environment.
Parents and community members observed as
students engaged in drills and scrimmages,
learning from a leader who understands the value
of mentorship and discipline in sports. KNES’s
commitment to organizing events like this reflects
ongoing efforts to support Kaw Nation youth and
encourage healthy, active lifestyles rooted in
community engagement.
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ASHUNGA DAYSW
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FRIENDS OF KAW HERITAGE - CITY OF COUNCIL GROVE

AREA FOUNDATIONS - KAW NATION

ALL KAW MISSION ACTIVITIES ARE FREE, OPEN TO THE PUBLICALL KAW MISSION ACTIVITIES ARE FREE, OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
AND PRESENTED IN PARTNERSHIP WITH OUR SPONSORS:AND PRESENTED IN PARTNERSHIP WITH OUR SPONSORS:

NO DRUGS OR ALCOHOL ALLOWED. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR THEFTS,  ACCIDENTS, OR INJURIES.NO DRUGS OR ALCOHOL ALLOWED. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR THEFTS,  ACCIDENTS, OR INJURIES.

TINY TOTS AGES: 6 & UNDERTINY TOTS AGES: 6 & UNDER
JR. BOYS & GIRLS AGES: 7-17JR. BOYS & GIRLS AGES: 7-17
BOYS: STRBOYS: STRAIGHT, TRADITIONAL, FANCY & GRASSAIGHT, TRADITIONAL, FANCY & GRASS
GIRLS: CLOTH, BUCKSKIN, FANCY SHAWL & JINGLEGIRLS: CLOTH, BUCKSKIN, FANCY SHAWL & JINGLE

SSR. MEN & WOMEN AGES: 18-54R. MEN & WOMEN AGES: 18-54
MENMEN: STR: STRAIGHT, TRADITIONAL, FANCY & GRASSAIGHT, TRADITIONAL, FANCY & GRASS

WOMEN: CLOTH, BUCKSKIN, FANCY SHAWL & JINGLEWOMEN: CLOTH, BUCKSKIN, FANCY SHAWL & JINGLE
MEN & WOMEN GOLDEN AGE 55 & OLDERMEN & WOMEN GOLDEN AGE 55 & OLDER

6:00PM-7:00PM REGISTRATION | 7:30PM GRAND ENTRY6:00PM-7:00PM REGISTRATION | 7:30PM GRAND ENTRY

BRING YOUR OWN CHAIRBRING YOUR OWN CHAIR

P O W W O W

20252025

Kaw Nation PresentsKaw Nation Presents

JUNE 20TH & 21STJUNE 20TH & 21ST

HEAD STAFF

MASTER OF CEREMONIES MASTER OF CEREMONIES KEN BELLMARDKEN BELLMARD | HEAD SINGER | HEAD SINGER JAMISON CONCHO JAMISON CONCHO
HEAD MAN HEAD MAN ROBERT KEKAHBAHROBERT KEKAHBAH | HEAD LADY  | HEAD LADY BRANDY WOODBRANDY WOOD

  ARENA DIRECTOR ARENA DIRECTOR DEWEY DONELSONDEWEY DONELSON
WATER BOYS WATER BOYS CLAY DONELSON CLAY DONELSON && BEAR DONELSON BEAR DONELSON

OUTGOING PRINCESS OUTGOING PRINCESS MIAH PARKERMIAH PARKER | INCOMING PRINCESS  | INCOMING PRINCESS BRANDY WOODBRANDY WOOD

ALLEGAWAHO PARK - 1645 S. 525 RD COUNCIL GROVE, KALLEGAWAHO PARK - 1645 S. 525 RD COUNCIL GROVE, KSS

THE AREA BENEATH THE ARBOR IS USED FOR DANCING AND CEREMONIES.  THE AREA IS CALLED THE ARENA. FOR THE KAÁ^ZE NÍKASHIN^GA (KAWTHE AREA BENEATH THE ARBOR IS USED FOR DANCING AND CEREMONIES.  THE AREA IS CALLED THE ARENA. FOR THE KAÁ^ZE NÍKASHIN^GA (KAW
PEOPLE),  THE ARENA IS A SACRED PLACE.  THE GROUND HAS BEEN BLESSED BY THE SPIRITUAL LEADERS.PEOPLE) ,  THE ARENA IS A SACRED PLACE.  THE GROUND HAS BEEN BLESSED BY THE SPIRITUAL LEADERS.   

PHOTOGRAPHS MAY BE TAKEN DURING THE POWWOW BUT PLEASE ASK PERMISSION BEFORE TAKING PHOTOS OF THE INDIVIDUALS.PHOTOGRAPHS MAY BE TAKEN DURING THE POWWOW BUT PLEASE ASK PERMISSION BEFORE TAKING PHOTOS OF THE INDIVIDUALS.

FROM COUNCIL GROVE, HEAD SOUTH ON DUNLOP RD., THEN TURN LEFT ONTO X AVE., THE LEFT ONTO SOUTH 525FROM COUNCIL GROVE, HEAD SOUTH ON DUNLOP RD., THEN TURN LEFT ONTO X AVE., THE LEFT ONTO SOUTH 525
RD., THE ARBOR WILL BE ON THE LEFT IN 0.5 MILE. WATCH FOR THE SIGNS.RD., THE ARBOR WILL BE ON THE LEFT IN 0.5 MILE. WATCH FOR THE SIGNS.

FRIDAY SATURDAY

(DEPENDING ON THE NUMBER OF CONTESTANTS, SOME CATEGORIES MAY BE COMBINED.)(DEPENDING ON THE NUMBER OF CONTESTANTS, SOME CATEGORIES MAY BE COMBINED.)

WITH THE EXCEPTION OF TINY TOTS, DANCERS MUST BE IN FULL REGALIA TO RECEIVE PRIZE MONEY.WITH THE EXCEPTION OF TINY TOTS, DANCERS MUST BE IN FULL REGALIA TO RECEIVE PRIZE MONEY.
PRIZE MONEY WILL BE AWARDED AT THE CLOSE OF SATURDAY EVENING’S PROGRAM.PRIZE MONEY WILL BE AWARDED AT THE CLOSE OF SATURDAY EVENING’S PROGRAM.

FOOD/ARTS & CRAFTS SPACES AVAILABLE FOR VENDORSFOOD/ARTS & CRAFTS SPACES AVAILABLE FOR VENDORS
TO INQUIRE ABOUT BECOMING A VENDOR, REACH OUT TO KAW NATION HEADQUARTERS: TO INQUIRE ABOUT BECOMING A VENDOR, REACH OUT TO KAW NATION HEADQUARTERS: (580) 269-2552(580) 269-2552



Kaw Nation social services: OVERVIEW OF SERVICE PROGRAMS AVAILABLE
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Kaw Nation Social Services is pleased to announce the
Covid Prevention Pick-Up Order Program for Kaw Nation
Tribal Citizens residing in Kay County. This initiative
provides households with essential supplies to help reduce
the risk of Covid-19. To participate, citizens must complete
an application and provide copies of their license or state
ID along with their Tribal ID or CDIB. Each household is
eligible for one order, valued at approximately $150,
subject to product availability at the Ponca City Walmart.
Orders will be placed by Social Services and can be picked
up by the applicant at Walmart once ready. This program
reflects the Nation’s ongoing commitment to supporting
the well-being of its citizens by ensuring access to
necessary resources in a timely and organized manner. For
more information or to begin the application process,
Tribal Citizens are encouraged to contact Kaw Nation
Social Services directly.

kaw nation SOCIAL SERVICES | 698 Grandview Drive - Kaw City, OK 74641 | (580)-269-1186

 preventative pick-up orders
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Kaw Nation American rescue plan Act (ARPA) Update

Public Health
7%

Budget Report

TOTAL ARPA
SPENDING

TOTAL REVENUE
REPLACEMENT

SPENDING

The Kaw Nation was allocated $23,046,638 from the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA). This money was
intended to help Americans recover from the economic impacts of the COVID-19 Pandemic. Of this total, the
Tribe was able to use $10,000,000 to allocate towards Revenue Replacement, a spending category that
allowed the Tribe to utilize funds as general Tribal revenue.

Economic Recovery Projects
PPE/Cleaning Supplies -$71,000
Vaccine Incentive Program- $200,000
Mobile Command Center & Trailer - $160,000
Mass Communication Software - $13,000
HVAC Unit For Powwow Grounds - $50,000
IHS PPE Storage - $18,000
Kaw Nation Transport Vans- $47,000
First Aid Building at Powwow Grounds - $24,000
Police Force Vehicles -$144,000
Storm Shelter - $10,000
Clinic Roof Replacement -$55,000

Public Health Projects Kanza Culture Projects

Project Highlights

Economic Recovery
These were projects that helped bolster
the Kaw Nation’s economy. Projects
included direct aid to Kaw Nation
Citizens through Relief Payments, Senior
Incentive, Tribal Youth Gift Cards, Small
Business Grants, Housing Improvement
Program, and many more.

Adminstrative
 These were projects necessary
to implement the ARPA
Funding & included an ARPA
Project Manager, Financial
Consulting, and Information
Technology Programs.

Public Health
Included projects to ensure the health &
safety of the Kaw Community. This
included projects such as the Vaccine
Incentive Program, the First Aid
Building at the Pow Wow Grounds,
purchasing PPE, and many more.

Culture & History
These projects aimed to protect the
cultural and historical significance of
the Kaw Nation. Such projects
include the Greenhouse Agricultural
Project, the Archive Photo Studio,
Improvements to the Pow Wow
Grounds, and more.

Economic Impact Recovery Program -
$6.2million
Elder Subsistence - $420,000
Gift Cards for Tribal Youth - $100,000
Firewood Project -$300,000
Meat Bundle Distribution - $145,000
Small Business Grant Program - $500,000
Housing Improvement Program Supplement
-$170,000
Playground Percussion Park - $55,000

Genealogical Land Tracing- $6,000

Archive Photo Studio -$10,000

Powwow Grounds Improvements - $40,000

Song for Kaw Nation Language - $5,000

Greenhouse/Agriculture Project - $1.2 Million



Kaw Nation Language Department’s Award-Winning  short Film
    The Kaw Nation Language Department’s highlight at the 2025
Oklahoma Native American Youth Language Fair was a short film
created by language students, depicting the history of the Kaw
Nation’s removal from Kansas. This project stands out for its
commitment to presenting the story from a Kaw perspective, using
the Kaáⁿze language to connect younger generations with their
past.
    The film centers on the events leading up to the Kaw’s forced
removal in 1873, a pivotal moment shaped by federal policies and
congressional action rather than a traditional treaty. The final
displacement was driven by the “Kaw Land Bill,” which mandated
the appraisal and sale of remaining Kaw land, pushing the Nation
from their Kansas homelands to Indian Territory, now Oklahoma.
The Kaw were among the last tribes removed from Kansas,
marking a significant chapter in the broader history of forced
relocations during westward expansion.
     Understanding these agreements remains vital for the Kaw
Nation and all Native nations. Treaties and federal acts are
handwritten, binding agreements between the United States and
tribal governments. They recognize tribal sovereignty and self-
governance, distinguishing tribal nations from other groups and
providing a foundation for future advocacy and leadership.
     The language students, who created and starred in the film,
includes Dasan Littledeer, Dewey Donelson II, Jesus Littledeer,
Jamison Monhatwa, Declan Clark, Cooper Engelking, Hunter
Goodno, Maude Jones, Tiger Jones, Adeline Langley, Zachary
Langley. Cultural advisors and Kaáⁿze elders—Little Carol Clark,
Lynn Williams, and Lavina Spotted Bear—were present on set,
guiding the team during the reenactment of the historic walk from
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Kaw Nation Language Department shines at Oklahoma Native American Youth Language Fair  
Team Tajé Sage earned several awards at the 2025
Oklahoma Native American Youth Language Fair,
standing out across multiple categories. Their
achievements reflect the ongoing dedication of
department director Storm Brave, whose guidance
continues to foster growth in the use of Kaáⁿze Íe (Kaw
Language). Brave’s efforts have contributed to the
team’s success, underscoring the importance of
language revitalization for the Kaw Nation. In her
message to Tribal Citizens, Brave stated, “Continue to
lift them up in your prayers as they continue to
strengthen our language and culture as one.” The
accomplishments of Team Tajé Sage highlight the
commitment of Kaw youth and educators to preserving
and advancing the Kaw language, ensuring its
presence in daily life and future generations.

Council Grove, Kansas.
     Kaw Citizen Dylan Bellmard
directed and filmed the project,
bringing his professional filmmaking
experience, including work on “Killers
of the Flower Moon,” to the
production. The film received first
place in its category, reflecting both
the dedication of the students and the
significance of telling Kaw stories in
their own words and language.

SCAN QR CODE TO WATCH FILM

Tajé Sage takes the stage at ONAYLF with their awards.

Kanza Language actors in traditional regalia and on
horseback, bringing Kaw history and culture to life on set.

Kanza language actors portray a somber moment after
historic flooding in 1800s Kansas, when our Kaáⁿze
Níkashiⁿga lived like refugees on their own land—
Waxpáyiⁿ, pitiful, yet resilient.

Kaáⁿze Elders Little Carol Clark, Lynn Williams, and Lavina Spotted Bear joined us on set to guide their grandbabies and
Tajé Sage during the emotional walk from Council Grove—telling our story through our own eyes.

Kanza language actors portray a peaceful time before settler encroachment—when the land was plentiful and life was
lived in balance.



In the early 1970s, the construction of Kaw
Lake by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
dramatically reshaped the landscape and
lives of the Kaw Nation. The project
required the relocation of Kaw City and the
Washunga Cemetery, which held the
remains of many tribal ancestors. The
cemetery was moved to higher ground near
Newkirk, Oklahoma, with the intention of
preserving the dignity of those interred.
     Despite these efforts, the process was
incomplete. In the decades following the
relocation, erosion at Kaw Lake revealed
that not all graves had been moved. Human
remains, casket fragments, and tombstones
surfaced along the shoreline, a stark
reminder of the disruption caused by the
flooding. The Kaw Nation responded by
taking the lead in caring for these
abandoned sites, working to identify and
respectfully rebury any remains discovered.
     On March 4, 2025, Kaw Nation citizens
assembled at Washunga Cemetery in
Newkirk to lay the unknown individual to
rest. The ceremony drew community
members and tribal employees, each
present to ensure this tribal citizen was
welcomed home with dignity.  

Honoring unknown Kaw Citizen with plot in Kaw Nation Cemetery

As the service concluded, the men in
attendance stepped forward, one by one, to
take up shovels. In quiet succession, each
man added earth to the grave, a gesture
that spoke to both personal responsibility
and shared commitment. This act, carried
out with care and respect, symbolized the
community’s promise to honor those who
came before and to address the unfinished
work left by past disruptions.
     The burial was more than a formal
obligation—it was a moment of
reconnection. By collectively refilling the
site, participants acknowledged the
unknown individual as part of the Kaw
Nation family, returning them to rest
among ancestors. The atmosphere was
solemn but not somber; it reflected a sense
of fulfillment, as the community gathered
to right a historical oversight and offer a
proper homecoming.
     While the scars of relocation and loss
remain, the Kaw Nation continues to
confront these challenges with resolve,
ensuring that every tribal citizen, known or
unknown, is treated with respect and care. 
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recognizing recent kaw graduates
Kanza News congratulates our recent college and trade school graduates. Your dedication
and hard work strengthen our community. We recognize the value you bring to Kaw
Nation and look forward to the positive impact you will make in your chosen fields.

Korbin Schulz
University of Texas-Dallas

Bachelor of Science
Computer Science

 Clifford Montoya
San Juan College

Associate of Applied Science
Instrumentation & Control Technology 

Jasmine Novak
Wichita State University

Bachelor of Science in Nursing
Minor: Psychology Health Science

Magna Cum Laude

 Christian Mora
Central Tech

Truck Driver Training Program

Patten McGuire
University of Oklahoma

Bachelor of Business
Administration/Entrepreneurship

& Venture Management
Magna Cum Laude

Nicholas Coble
University of Oklahoma
Master of Legal Studies
Indigenous Peoples Law

Kanza Drum keeper Wins Regional Title
Congratulations to Alex Levi Elizondo, Kaa^ze Doda^ Ha^ga Kaw Drum
Keeper, for leading the El Reno Indians Basketball team to both Regional
and Area Consolation Championships. Alex’s commitment on and off the
court reflects the dedication and perseverance valued by the Kaw Nation
community. His achievements bring pride to family, teammates, and tribal
citizens, highlighting the positive impact Kaw youth continue to make in 

athletics and beyond. The Nation
celebrates Alex’s accomplishments
and looks forward to his continued
success. This recognition honors not
only individual effort but also the
support and encouragement found
throughout our community. Well
done, Alex, and thank you for
representing the Kaw Nation with
distinction.



Kanza Wellness Center: Advancing Health and Community for Kaw Nation

KANZA WELLNESS CENTER | 3201 E River Rd, Newkirk, OK 74647 | (580) 362 -1444

    The Kanza Wellness Center stands as a testament to Kaw Nation’s commitment to the well-being of its
citizens. Established to address the growing need for accessible health resources, the center reflects a
forward-thinking approach to preventative care. By offering a modern facility free of charge to Tribal
Citizens, Kaw Nation removes barriers to regular exercise and wellness activities.
    Under the direction of Bobbie Ollenborger, the center features a resistance training and weight room,
a cardio room, a group fitness space, and an indoor swimming pool. These amenities support a wide
range of fitness levels and interests. Group classes, including senior and aquatic fitness, foster both
physical activity and social connection. For non-tribal members, membership rates remain highly
competitive, making the center a valued resource for the broader community as well. 

   Kaw Nation’s investment in the Wellness Center
demonstrates a practical strategy for improving
health outcomes. By prioritizing prevention, the
Nation helps reduce the risk of chronic illnesses and
encourages lifelong habits that benefit individuals
and families. The center serves as more than just a
gym—it is a gathering place where people, including
many elders, pursue self-improvement and support
one another in a positive environment.
     The true value of the Kanza Wellness Center lies
in its role as a community hub, promoting health,
connection, and resilience among Kaw Citizens.
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